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To the Keeper of the MUSEUM. 


641 the Conclufion of one of your Papers, 
@4 you challeng’d any Dreamer of Dreams, or 
hd Seer of Vifions, to write an Allegory on the 
4M Adventures of PRipe. Iam far from pre- 
’ tending to that high, prophetick Character ; 
but the following Fable is form’d upon your 
Mj own Plan, and attempted in the Manner of 
a great Mafter in this way of writing. If 
you think it worthy a Place in the Mu/ewm, you may in- 
fert it, at any Time, when it excludes nothing better. 





Iam, &e. 


Vor. I. Na Ox 
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The AvvenTuRES of PRIDE: A Fabk. 


AY HEN the Father of the Gods had refolved to punifh 

Human Kind for the Impiety of Prometheus, he did 
not altogether abandon them to Mifery ; but contriv’d fuch a 
Mixture of Good and Evil, as might at the fame time 
chaitize, inftruct, and reform. Among the other Demons 
or Genii, whom he fent with Pandora to live among Men, 
Pride was one. She was the Daughter of the Earth, but 
fp:ung on her Father’s Side from the Titans, the elder Line 
of the Family of Saturn, When Fupiter overcame her Bre- 
thren on the Plains of Phlegra, he had Compaffion on her 
Beauty, and obferving a certain Noblenefs in her Carriage, that 
fhow’d fhe had not quite loft the Spirit of her divineAnceftors, 
though mixed and confederated with the Earth-born Race, 
he tok her up to Olympus, and fuffered her to converfe with 


the infer.cr Deiues of his Mantion. But at what Time Pro- 
met).:s tell under his Difpleafure, he called her to him, and 
fj; Lete Words: ** Child of Yitan, thou art deftin’d this 
‘ xent to quit the Seats of Olympus, and accompany 


bof other Daemons, who are now departing to fojourn 
‘- with mortal Man. His Abode will delight thee, and his 
«s Fiiendthip fatisfy, beyond that of the immortal Gods, who 
‘© brcok not the Ficklenefs of thy daring Mind. Remain 
‘* with him for the Years which | have appointed ; correct 
‘* thofe evil Habits which thy Mother gave thee ; and then 
«< return to dwell here for ever, thyfelf a Goddefs among 
“© ¢- Gods of Olympus.” 

ic Titane/s obey’d, and defcended, with her Companions, 
on the Phanician Shore, in the Neighbourhood of Mount 
Libanus. Mercury had been appointed the Judge and Guide 
of their Voyage. The Race of Mortals were ftruck with 
Wonkcr, the Paffion of unexperienced Minds, to fee the In- 
habitants of Olympus honouring this humble Earth with im- 
mortal Footfteps. They foon became acquainted, the Demons 
mix'd with them, wherever their Intereft or Inclinations led 
them ; and Mercury, as Fupiter had commanded, remained with 
Pride, to give an Account of her Proceedings to the twelve 
great Gods. 

She feon took up her Abode in a little Mand bordering on 
the Continent, whither fhe had been earneftly invited by 
Wealth. To allure her to live with him, he carried her 
through all his Magazines; he promifed to clothe her A = 

00. 
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Wool of Tarentum, to bring her Jewels from Tapobrane, and 
to feaft her with the Wines of Chios and th. /.rtunate djaads, 
not inferior to the Nectar of the Gods. His Behaviour at 
firft was highly agreeable to her; thoufands of Slaves tcli down 
to adore her at his Command, and kils’d her Foot, as fhe 
ftood upon their Necks. But the was foon difgufted. For 
never would he allow her to enjoy his Treafures, but la- 
boured much to perfwade her that her true Enjoyment was 
tocount them over in private. At length fhe was almoft 
reconciled to this Expedient, and would have continued to 
return his Carefies, but that one Day fhe caught him knecl- 
ing to a poor Fifherman, and courting him with moft fer- 
vile Speeches, to part with a rich Peari he had found at Sea. 
Upon which fhe renounced his Friendfhip for ever. 

The Ifland of Cyprus was her next Abode ; fhe reign’d with 
Beauty in all the Temples of Paphos and Cythera ; and re- 
ceived the Adorations of the Multitude, mixed with Sighs, 
Tears, Groans of Anguifh, and the moving Remonttrances 
of dying Men. Her Frown could {trike them fpecchilefs ; 
and her Smile recall them from the Entrance of Auvernus. 
Here fhe was abfolute ; here the was happy; till one Day 
her fair Ally reproved her, for turning out at Midnight from 
her Palace, a Tyrian Sailor, who had entered with a Baccha- 
nalian Band, and pretended to pacify her with a Robe of 
Purple. On which fhe fuid to Beauty, ** Know that 1 can 
“¢ be Miftrefs of a tenfold Pomp, without degrading my 
“© ccleftial Origin.”’ 

Immediately the entered the Towers of Su/a, and fat along 
with Magnificence on the Throne of Cyrus. The Gates of 
her Palace were fine Gold, the Footiltool of her Seat was 
Ivory, her Chariot was drawn by {cepter’d Kings, and her 
late Cyprian Patronefs attended to wath her Feet. Here 
fhe reigned for Ages ; nor wifhed, nor once remember’d to 
vifit Olympus. At laft the Scene chang’d ; there came from 
the North a mighty and terrible Form, covered with Scales 
of Iron, whofe Name was Valour, who overturn’d the Feun- 
dations of her Palace, and bound the Partner of her Throne 
in Fetters of Adamant. Straight fhe fell in Love with this for- 
midable Stranger, and followed him to the Hills of Macedon. 
She fate with himin the Gates of Pella, admiring the Fierce- 
nefs of his inexorable Soul, and daily prompting him toa 
thoufand Aéts of Blood. At laft, Mercury carried Tidings of 
them to the Synod of the Gods, who agreed to put an End to 
this general Defolation. Neme/is was commiffion’d to break the 
Sword of the Warrior in ‘ thoufand Pieces ; and by Threats 
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of Tartarean Punifhment, to deter Pride from her impious 
Courfes. 

She ftooped to an humbler Lot, a private Habitation on the 
Banks of Nile. She fate Nights and Days in the Library of 
Alexandria, and vifited the Temples of Sais and Thebes. Her 
Hoft, her Friend, and Companion, was Learning. Often 
did fhe regret that fhe had not met him fooner ; often accufe 
herfelf, that fhe had ever known ihe Cares of Wealth, the 
Difgraces of Beauty, the Naufeoufnefs of Pomp, the Curfes 
of cruel Valour. She now looked down with Contempt 
upon thein all; nor envied the Felicity of the immortal Gods; 
nor what was greater, did fhe fear their Wrath; for her 
Life was blamelefs. She ftudied the Records of Thoth, the 
Birth of Ofris, the Rebellion of Typhon. She learned by Heart 
the Infcription of every Obelifk, and unravelled all the Myf- 
teries of the Hieroglyphical and of the facred Charaéter. One 
Day her Partner was invited to the Court of Ptolomey, the 
Son of Lagus, to explain a Poem, which he had brought 
from Athens. He looked at it, hefitated, and could not 
fpeak. At laft, after much Inquiry, he own’d he did not 
underftand the Character; ‘* I fuppofe, faid he, it is the 
«¢ Dialect which the Multitude pronounce; and my Eyes 
** have been too much habituated to the facred Writings of 
“¢ the thrice-great Hermes, to ftoop to converfe with vulgar 
*¢ Authors.” The Laughter which enfued, gave Pride an 
utter Contempt and Abhorrence of her Friend. 

She then removed to Athens, and grew enamour’d of a 
beautiful Youth whofe Name was Genius. Her Pleafures here 
were of a different Kind. Sometimes he courted her with 
the Songs of Homer ; fometimes he led her to the Theatre, 
to converfe with Sophocles, or Menander. At other times, 
he made her Prefents of Pictures and Statues, worthy of the 
Hand of Zeuxis or Praxiteles, reprefenting the immortal Gods 
as fhe had feen them in Olympus, and inhnitely furpaffing the 
moft lovely Forms among the Race of Men. ‘* Now, faid 
“s fhe, am I happy ; and ‘fupiter foon intends to receive me 
“© back to Olympus, by thus imparting to me a Foretafte of 
‘© its eternal Beauty.”’ Unhappily fhe one Day found her 
Lover, on his Knees, prefenting a Portrait to King Antigo- 
nus. All fhe faid was, ‘* Is this the Honour ?”’sand imme- 
diately fhe left him affliéted and afhamed. 

As fhe was walking along, in great Diftrefs, fhe happen’d 
to pafs by the Porch of Zeno, where fhe was invited to en- 
ter, by one of a more godlike Prefence, than fhe had yet 
met with, nor lefs than the cxleftial Virtus herfelf. ** “—o 

¢ far 
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“¢ faid Virtue, is thy final Retreat, O Child of Titan, after 
«* all the Changes to which thou haft been fubjedt. 1 dwell 
“< with the immortal Gods, and with good Men ; and with 
« me fhall thy Abod: be fecure and happy. Yet think not 
*¢ always to repofe thee within this Seat of Wifdom ; the 
«¢ Senate-Houfe, the Sea, the Martial-Field muft by Turns 
‘* be my Habitation; yet in all, fhalt thou continue fife 
<¢ from Infult, from Captivity, or Difhonour. To the Fa- 
¢ ther of the Gods thou muft ever be fubmitted ; the Re- 
¢ ftraints of Themis thou mutt rejoice to obey : But over 
“¢ Time, Fame, and Fortune, { will give thee an unlimited 
*¢ Command. 


n 


a 


a 


FENELON. 


Thoughts accafion’d by reading Mr. Cow rey’s 
Preface to bis Works. 


“Apiqro” pet pov. 


HERE is nothing wherein Mankind more tranf- 

grefs againit this Maxim, than in their Notions of Com- 

pany and Retirement ; for while one Part of the World ruthes 
into Hurry and Bufinefs, and gives up their whole Life to Cares 
and Sollicitude ; another perceiving the Folly of this, falls into 
the contrary Extreme of retiring abfolutely from the Werid, 
and thinks Happinefs is only to be found in Solitudes and De- 
farts. Mr. Cowley is a remarkable Inftance of this latter Ex- 
treme, whofe Paffion for Solitude carried him fo far as to 
wifh vehemently (as he himfelf tells us in his Preface) to 
retire to one of our American Plantations, there to foriake 
this World for ever with all the Vanities and Vexations of 
it, and to bury himfelf in fome obfcure Retreat, oblitu/gue 
fusrum oblivifcendus ©& illis. can’t help thinking Mr. Cow- 
fey had not fufficiently confider’d his own Temper, or the 
Nature of Mankind, when he gave himfelf up to this extra- 
ordinary Defire ; and 1 am the more inclined to believe fo, 
becaufe he tells us in his Difcourfe upon the Dangers of 
Company, that when he firft went to live in the Country, 
he expected to have met there with the Simplicity of the old 
Poetical Golden Age, but he foon perceived his Miftake, and 
found the Men of Chertfea to be no better than the Inhabi- 
tants of Change-Alley. The Truth is, Mankind are much 
the fame every where, and there is no other Way of retiring 
abfo- 
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abfolutely from the Vanities and Vexations of the World; 
than by getting into a Cave with the old Philofopher. How- 
ever, Mr. Cowley’s Cafe was very particular; his natural Incli- 
nation was always to a private Life ; yet, for the greateft Part 
of his Time he was tofs’d about, and engaged in a conftant 
Scene of Bufinefs and Perplexity: It is no Wonder, therefore, 
that his Defires continually run after his beloved Retirement ; 
and that when an Opportunity offered, he feized it with a lit- 
tle too’ much Eagernefs. 

I know an old Gentleman whofe Fortunes are perfectly 
eafy, but his Situation in Life obliges him to be in London a 
Part of the Year; and this he reckons a Misfortune to him, 
and often wifhes to me he could retire abfolutely into the 
Country. I fay to him, To what End, Sir, fhould you defire 
fuch a Retirement ? You are already in the Country in Sum- 
mer; and, even when you are in Town, are not perplexed 
with Bufinefs, but have as much Command of your Time as 
you can defire. That’s true, replies he ; but 1 want to get 
intirely out of the World, that I might enjoy my own 
Thoughts. 

I am very well perfuaded, that this Wifh in my old Friend 
proceeds meerly from a Difrelith of Life ; and that if he coukd 
obtain the Situation he fo much defires, he would not be one 
jot the happier. For why can’t a Man enjoy his own Thoughts 
in London as well as in the Country ? Why muft he get into a 
Defart in order to think? For my part, no-body is a greater 
Friend to Reflexion and Solitude than myfelf, but not to /scal 
Sclitude; 1 have no Notion of it. I think it very poffible for 
a Man to turn his Thoughts upon himfelf, and meditate with 
Calmnefs and Compofure even in a Crowd. But the way to 
judge of the Happinets of fuch a Retirement as this, is not from 
the florid Defcriptions of Poets, but by appealing to Fact and 
Experience: And, I believe, it will generally be found that 
thefe Men of Retirement are either given up to the fordid 
Habit of hoarding Money, or, if they are Perfons of a grave 
Turn, fall into melancholy Reflexions upon the Wickednefs 
of the World, and the Miferies of Life; whith naturally create 
an unfociable Difpofition, and contracted, unbenevolent Senti- 
ments towards their Fellow-Creatures. From whence I con- 
clude, that Solitude is fo far from being a Good, that it tends 
to produce the greateft of all Weaknefles in the human 
Mind—Difcontent. 

Old People are much lefs fit to enjoy their own Thoughts 
than younz ones; and, in my Opinion, the greateft Evil of 

Age, 
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Age, greater even than all the Infirmities of it, is that of 
being deferted and left alone; and, on the other hand, the 

reateft Pleafure of an old Perfon, indeed the only one, (for 
he has loft the Relifh of other Enjoyments) is having young 
People about him, afking his Advice, and hearing his Stories 
of the Tranfactions in his Time. But this by the by. 

If I was afked what I thought the happieft kind of Life, I 
fhould anfwer, ceteris paribus, a mixed one. Five Months 
of the Year I would fpend in Town ; yet not as an Aétor in 
public Affairs, but a Spectator, for fear of falling into Ambi- 
tion—the Bane of all Happinefs. ‘The remaining feven Months 
I would fpend in the Country,—not alone, but with a con- 
ftant Succeffion of a few Friends, who, if | could mould them 
after my own Fancy too, fhould have fome Learning and 
much Good-humour : And to this I would add frequent Par- 
ties of Travelling ; yet our Journeys fhould not be too long 
neither, for fear of Satiety. I am very fenfible that many 
People will fee no Pleafure in this: I remember it is faid of 
Socrates, that he never went out of the Territory of Athens, 
except on military Expeditions, and that he defpifed Travel- 
ling. And the Stoicks cry, when you have feen the Sun, and 
the Moon, and the Stars rife and fet, what can you fee more? 
All 1 can fay to this, is, that I don’t feel the Force of it, nor 
underftand it at all: If there is any Virtue in this fort of In- 
fenfibility, it is of that elevated kind as is far above my Prac- 
tice and Comprehenfion. I think the Enjoyments of Life are 
not fo many, that there fhould be any Occafion to curtail 
them; anc hold it a much better Method to encourage in 
myfelf a Relifh for all innocent and lawful Pleafures. Chang- 
ing the Scene, and taking in a continual Variety of Objects, 
is one great Circumftance in my Notion of a happy Life. 
The Generality of the World cannot obtain this; and a fen- 
fible Man will content himfelf without it, as well as many 
other things, and make the beft of his Lot, whatever it is : 
But I have been mentioning what “I think the moft eligible 
way of Life. 


To 
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To the Right Honourable the Lord Chancellor, and 
My Lords the Fudges. 


My Lorops, 


WV ear Lend a Petition was lately delivered in to 
your Lordfhips, by one Time, wherein the Petitioner 
complains of feveral Hardthips and Abufes, which he has fuf- 
fered, and appeals to your Lordfhips for fpeedy Redrefs ; I 
humbly beg Leave therefore to put in an Exception ; where- 
in I fhall make it appear to your Lordfhips, that the Petitioner 
or Plaintiff, in this Cafe, is a Fellow of too infamous and 
notorious a Character to be any ways deferving of your 
Lordfhips Protection. 

The Petitioner, my Lords, alledges, that he has been 
cruelly abufed by feveral of his Majefty’s good Subjects, 
who have treated him in a moft cruel and inhuman Manner, 
and have even attempted to murder him; when at the fame 
time he is thoroughly fatisfied, it is not in their Power 
to take away his Life; and he only laughs at, and tor- 
ments them, and makes every Moment of their Days 
uneafy. He himfelf indced is committing perpetual Difor- 
ders, and, like another Drawcanfir, kills every one he 
comes nigh, whether Friend or Foe, without the leaft Di- 
ftinGion ; though like other Ruffians, he is as arranta Coward 
as ever cut a Throat for Hire,and is perpetually running away, 
as all who know any thing of him, are ready to affert : 
neither will he hearken to the moft prefling Importunities, 
or ftop a Moment to ferve the beft Friend he has in the 
World ; infomuch that the Tricks of this Kind he and another 
flippery Friend of his has play’d, have even pafled into a 
+ Proverb. That he is a Parafite and a Hanger on, is a 
Truth whieh needs no Arguments te prove it, and wherever 
he appears in this Charatter, he is certainly the moft trou- 
blefome Gueft a Man can poffibly be tormented with ; as 
the more you endeavour to fhake him off, the clofer he will 
ftick ; and the more intolerable and irkfome will be his 
Company. To the Character of a Parafite, he joins (which 
indeed generally accompanies it) that of a Glutton, of fo vo- 
racious and infatiaole an Appetite, that though he is perpetu- 
ally fwallowing down every thing that comes within his 

Reach, 

+ Time and Tide fay for no Man. 
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Reach, he is ftill as hungry as ever ; as the Poct fweetly 
fingeth, 


Houfes and Churches, 
To him are Geefe and Turkies. 


Nay, I can bring Witneffles, my Lords, to prove that he has 
devoured whole Towns and Cities ; that he eat up Troy, Baby- 
lon, and Sparta ; and left fcarce any thing of Zgypt but a few 
large Pieces of Stone, which he could not fo eafily digeft: Not 
to mention Athens, Rome, and a hundred other, the nobleft 
Works of Nature, which his ravenous Maw has moft in- 
humanly fwallow’d. And though he wou’d, as I have been 
informed, be willingly thought a Friend to the Sciences and 
Polite Arts, and has pretended to a Skill in heightening ard 
improving them, it is an indifputable Fact, that he is a private 
Enemy to them, and has thrown down and reduced to Ruin 
the fineft Pieces of Architecture, Painting, and Sculpture of the 
Antients: And how he has treated modern Artifts, he who has 
ever been at the noble Palace at Hampton,will be eafily convinc- 
ed, when he fzes what cruel Havock he has made there 
with the Works of the immortal Raphael. 

How little Regard he pays to the eighth Commandment, is 
univerfally known; for there is hardly a Man in the Uni- 
verfe, who cannot prove him a moft notorious Thief ; and 
that he ftill commits daily Robberies unpunifhed. Singula de 
nobis, fays Horace, anni predantur euntes, which is a fevere 
Satire on him, tho’ there applyed to his Friends and Follow- 
ers, whom he employs in his Thefts and Pilferings, to sob 
us of every thing in Life that is dear or valuable. 

Again, which | hope your Lordfhips as Champions and 
Defenders of the Fair Sex, will charitably take into your 
Confideration; I dare averr, that he has a particular Spite 
againft the nobleft and moit beautiful Part of the Creation, 
and is a more fatal Enemy to Beauty than the Small-Pox. 
I own, my Lords, I fpeak this from melancholy Experience, 
having myfelf had two Wives fpoiled by him in a few Years, 
who were, at leaft in my Opinion, the moft charming Works 
whieh Nature had to boaft of. It is a common Trick of this 
bafe Murtherer, to fteal the Kofes from the Mother’s Cheek, 
and give them to her Daughter ; and at the fame time pers 
haps inftead of making the old Lady fome amends for her 
Lofs, will prefent her with nothing in return but a Set of 
Wrinkles, and a few grey Hairs. 

You, I, Oo Such 
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Such Ufage as this, my Lords, is what Woman-kind can- 
not, and therefore Mankind ought not bear. <A proper Re- 
fentment ought to be fhewn againft fuch Indignities, offer’d 
to thofe who put themfelves under our Protection, and can 
fo amply reward thofe who defend them. 

I doubt not but this infolent Deftroyer has thought it his 
Intereft.to keep well with your Lordihips; and the World 
nuft confefs you are perhaps of all Men the moft obliged to 
him, as Tully fays, de illo qui ‘fudicium exercet certe feia, 
as he has improved your Talents, and Reputation, and ad- 
ded every Day to your Lordfhips Fame ; but you may de- 
pend upon it, he will in the End difcover his Treachery, and 
all the Favour you can expect, will be what U/y/es gained of 
Palypheme, to be devour’d the laft. 

I hope, my Lords, what has been urged may be fufficient 
to confute all the idle Suggeftions of the faid Petitioner, and 
to fecure your Lordfhips from givirg a Verdi in his Fa- 
vour. I am, 


Your Lordfhips devoted Servant, 





MIsoOcHRONUS. 
Ox VANITY. 
Sume fuperbiam 
Quafitam meritis Hor. 


¥YNHERE is no Folly mere common than Vanity, tho’ 
I at the fame time there is none that makes a Perfon 

more ridiculous. We firft fet ourfelves up at a very high 
Rate, and ever after think it fezndalous to depart from that 
Price; and whoever dares to doubt of the Juftnefs of the 
Valuation, we immediately look upon him as offering an 
Affront to ourfelves, and indeed to Reafon and Good- 
Senfe. And this Fauing is the more difficult to avoid, as we 
frequently imagine it proceeds from a good Caufe, the coun- 
tenanciag Merit ; and we excite ourfelves to continue firm 
in the Defence of Deiert, meaning our own, notwithftand- 
ing all the Mortiications we may meet with in protecting 
it. 
It is obfervable, that this Paffion obtains no where more 
than in Perfons of Abilities and real Worth : tho’ they can at 
any time demand the Tribute from every Man of Senfe, 
yet 
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yet they are never more pleafed than when the Meancft and 
moft Inconfiderable contribute their Mite. Though they 
fhine fufficiently in native Beauty, they muft needs flaunt 
it in Tinfel. Even thofe, whofe Judgments we fhould be 
afhamed to take upon any other Occafion, we then begin to 
look upon as fenfible Men, when we find them agrecing in 
our Opinion ; and think it a great Mark of their Penetra- 
tion that they admire us. Every one has heard of that Com- 
placency which Demo/thenes betrayed, when an old Woman 
pointed at him, and told her Companion, that there went 
Demafthenes ; but Cicero, who animadverts upon his Levity, 
had certainly forgot what Pains he himfelf conftantly took to 
introduce upon every Occafion the Praifes of the renowned 
M. Tully, and never let him go off without fhewing his Af- 
fection for him, and giving him great Applaufe for his Diin- 
tereftednefs and Virtue. 

Nor have we any Reafon to be furprized, that it fhould 
obtain fo much among the lower Rank, in whom we might 
imagine there could be very little Subject for it: Since, if 
we confider, all either imaginary or real Qualifications lead 
into this Error, and it is cafy to produce Initances of Men, 
who have become extremcly vain of having no Vanity. And 
as it feems to be mixed with Characters otherwife fo com- 
pleat to keep them more upon a Level with the reft of Man- 
kind, fo, left we fhould form a wrong Opinion of it from 
feeing it fo frequent in the greateft Men, the Ridicule of it 
is fhewn fufficiently in its being blended with all the Follies 
and Vices of the Dregs of the Human Species. 

But as there are fo many that are engaged in this pious 
Caufe of defending Good Senfe, and all thofe amiable Qua- 
litics which they imagine in themfelves, fo it feldom hap- 
pens that any two Perfons can agree about them. There is 
fuch a Crowd continually preffing on in the Road to Praife, 
that they do not leave Room for one another ; and thofe that 
efcape the Confufion, often findthat the Point they hurry 
to, recedes as faft as they advance. For all Mankind con- 
{pire to difturb the Peace of the vain Man ; they are ever 
defirous of deftroying the Fabrick he takes fo much Pains 
to raife. When any Man is praifed for his Ability, 1 am not 
at all furprifed if fome of the Company fay, Yes, but he 
did not fhew it on fuch an Occafion—he had better have 
left that to other People. But of all jthe Men I ever knew, 
Varu.; ‘s moft fond either of introducing his own Praife per- 
emptorily, ox making way for it, by removing that of others. 

Oo2 Varuz 
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Varus has a great Share of Senfe, and no lefs Wit, but thro’ 
a Fondnefs for Applaufe, abufes them to the worft Purpofes. 
In Company, he engrofles the whole .Converfation to himfelf, 
and at every Breathing turns his Eyes round to obferve how 
he has fucceeded, in a Manner ‘that immediately betrays his 
Intent; he conforms himfclf intirely to the Temper of the 
Company he is in, not from any Principle of Good Nature 
and Complaifance, but to {atisfy his immoderate Luft of 
Praife: For which Reafon, with the Religious he will talk 
well on religious Topicks ; with the Rake, of Debaucherics ; 
he will receive Incenfe from the Pious for his Piety, from 
the Drunkard for his Superiority in Drinking ; from the Sen- 
fible, for the Solidity of his Reafon; from the Witty, for his 
Wit ; and from the Atheift, for his loofe Principles: there is 
no Character, but he aflumes, as he thinks it will beft anfwer 
his Purpofe. A Perfon that is well acquainted with Varus, 
affured me, that he was going to fend a Challenge to a 
Gentleman for feeming to doubt of fomething he advanc’d 
in his own Praife, and fays that he thought he would have 
transferr’d it to him upon his taking the Gentleman’s Part, 
and reprefenting to him the Folly of his Behaviour. 
He has been often caught lift’ning at the Door, to hear what 
the Company, he had juft before been in, would fay of him; 
for which Reafon by fome he has been taken for a Perfon of 
very ill Defigns ; but they were ignorant of his Character, 
for all Varus’s Study and Labour centers immediately in him- 
felf : Thus his Vanity has ruined all his other good Qualities, 
has loft him many of his Friends, and intirely fruftrated its 
own Defign of gaining Praife. 

This Paffion, though not in fo high a Degree, as it is ob- 
ferved in this Gentleman, is ftill always attended with fome 
unhappy Confequences of the fame Nature. It is plain, it 
proceeds from a good Principle, the Defire of being efteem- 
ed by our Fellow Creatures ; but it is as plain, that it intirely 
miftakes its End. 

For Praife is a more ferious Affair Mankind will not 
have it fnatched from them, but demand that the Candidates 
fhould come modeftly and humbly to fue for it. And it is 
in vain that we pretend to plead our own Caufe; that muft 
be left to the ingenuous and fenfible Part of the World, 
from whom only the Gift is worth receiving. If while we 
{train after it too much, our Defign is perceiv’d, there will 
not be wanting Numbers to prevent it; fo that we had better 
fit down contented, and take it as it is offercd us, than 
make 
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make ufe of Vanity to polifh our Reputation, till we wear 
away the Subftance. P, 





4n ODE to SOLITUDE. 


I. 


Thou, the Bright’ner of our Joys, 
And Part’ner of our Care, 
Thrice gentle Goddefs of the Grott, 
Vouchfafe the Mufe an Ear. 
Thou to foft Numbers firft didft form her Tongue, 
Thine be the Tribute of the artlefs Song. 


II. 


Like Heav’n’s, the Bleffings thou prepar’ft 
Are free and unconfin’d ; 
‘ Yet fcorn’d like them, by wayward Man, 
How few thofe Bleffings find ! 
Stranger to thee the Coward and the Knave, 
Thy Friends, thy Favourites, are the Good and Braves 


III. 


Lo ! fair-ey’d Innocence, for thee 
The bufy Worldling flies ; 
And in thy Shades embofom’d, feeks 
The Soul’s ferener Ffoys : 
Joys, which alone thy Steps, O Virtue, wait ; 
Ill-fought in Courts, where Folly charms the Great. 


IV. 


The Virgin, whofe deluded Heart 
Laments a Lover flown ; 

Or happier Fair, whofe Bofom pants 

For Tranfports yet unknown, 
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Thy foveraign Power alternately declare, 
To fmooth wild Extafy, or gild Defpair. 


V. 
The good old Sage, whofe Evening Steps 
Deputed Angels guard, 
Thy Joys fhall oft with Rapture fing, 
So oft with Rapture fhar’d : 
Whilft to aftonifh’d Crouds this Truth he tells, 
How Serap/s Flights are found in Hermits Cells. 
VI. 
Nor lefs fhall thee the Bard proclaim, 
Joint Parent of his Verfe ; 
Whether he fing of Ste//a’s Charms, 
Or heavenly Strains rehearfe ; 
Whofe Balms alike his each Attempt infpirc, 
Sweeten the Sonnet, or the Anthem fire. 


VII. 
Thee fhall the Worthy and the Good 
In ev’ry Age adore ; 
When Kings fhall fmile, and Crouds advance 
The giddy Shout no more: 





For genuine Joy to Solitude reforts, 
And leaves to Vanity the Blaze of Courts. 


VIII. 


Then (oh !) whilft Youth and Vigor ftring 
Thefe Nerves and warm this Heart ; 
F’er fickening Nature feel the Stroke 
Of Time in every part, 
Here ftay my Choice, kind Heav’n, where Peace is found, | 
And Joys, beft Emblems of thy own, abound. 





2 EvGENIO, 
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An Epifile from a Swifs Orricer, to bis 


Friend at Rome. 


ROM horrid Mountains ever hid in Snow, 
And barren Lands and dreary Plains below, 
To you, dear Sir, my beft Regards I fend, 
The weakeft Reas’ner, as the trueft Friend. 
Your Arguments, that vainly ftrive to pleafe, 
Your Arts, your Country, and your Palaces, 
What Signs of Roman Grandeur ftill remain— 
Much have you faid ; and much have faid in vain. 
Fine Pageants thefe for Slaves, to pleafe the Eye ; 
And put the neateft Drefs on Mifery ! 


Bred up to Slav’ry and diflembled Pain, 
Unhappy Man! you trifle with your Chain: 
But fhou’d your Friend with your Defires comply, 
And fell himfelf to Rome and Slavery; 
He cou’d not wear his Trammels with that Art, 
Or hide the noble Anguifh of his Heart : 
You'd foon repent the Livery you gave ; 
Believe me, I fhou’d make an awkard Slave. 


Falfely you blame our barren Rocks and Plains, 
Happy in Freedom and laborious Swains : 
Our Peafaats chearful to the Ficld repair, 
And can enjoy the Labours of the Year ; 
Whilft yours, beneath fome Tree, with mournful Eyes, 
Sees for fome haughty Lord his Harveft rife: 
Then filent, fighs ; but ftops his flavifh Breath: 
He filent fighs ; for fhould he fpeak, ’tis Death. 
Hence from our Field the lazy Grain we call, 
Too much for Want, for Luxury too fmall ; 

Whilft 
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Whilft all Campania’s rich inviting Soil 
Scarce knows the Plowfhare, or the Reaper’s Toil. 





In Arms we breed our Youth. To dart from far, 
And aim aright the Thunder of the War ; 
To whirl the Faulchion, and direé the Blow ; 
To ward the Stroke, or bear upon the Foe. 
Early in Hardfhips thro’ the Woods they fly, 
Nor feel the piercing Froft, or wintry Sky, 
Some prowling Wolf or foamy Boar to meet, 
And ftretch the panting Savage at their Feet. 
Inur’d by this, they feek a nobler War, 
And fhow an honeft Pride in ev’ry Scar ; 
With Joy the Danger and the Blood partake, 
Whilft ev’ry Wound is for their Country’s Sake. 
But you, foft Warriors, force’d into the Field, 
Or faintly ftrike, or impotently yield ; 
For well this univerfal Truth you know, , 





Who fights for Tyrants is his Country’s Foe. 


1 envy not your Arts, the Roman Schools, 
Improv’d, perhaps, but to inflave your Souls. 
May you to Stone or Nerves or Beauty give, 
And teach the foft’ning Marble how to live : 
May you the Paffions in your Colours trace, 
And work up every Piece with every Grace; 
In Airs and Attitudes be wond’rous wife, 
And know the Arts to pleafe, or to furprize ; 
In Mufick’s fofteft Sounds confume the Day, 
Sounds, that would melt the Warrior’s Soul away : 
Vain Efforts thefe, an honeft Fame to raife ; 
Your Painters, and your Eunuchs, be your Praife : 


Grant us more real Goods, you heav’nly Pow’rs ! 
Virtue, and Arms, and Liberty be ours. 


Weak 
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Weak are your Offers to the Free and Brave, 
Or Gifts, the grand Machines to work a Slave: 


The happy Bounds of our He/vetian Swains ! 
In thee, my Country, will I fix my Seat ; 


My Life and Arms I dedicate to thee ;—— 
For know, it is my Int’reft to be Free. 


On DANCING. 


HE Dangers that in Dancing lie, 
Are not difcern’d by every Eye; 
Then each Defe&, and Beauty too, 
Is in the ftrongeft Point of View. 
When Chloe moves, each clumfy Grace 
Augments the Folly in her Face : 
When Lydia dances, fair and free, 
A thoufand fprightly Charms we fee, 
Which jay conceal’d and hid before, 
Amidft ten thoufand Graces more : 
So Venus, in the Libyan Wood, 
Was but a Huntrefs while fhe ftood ; 
Soon as fhe mov’d, the Cyprian Queen 
In every eafy Step was feen. 


- 








Hear me, ye Rocks, ye Mountains, and ye Plains, 


Nor envy the poor Wretch that would be great : 


- Vox. Il. Pp LIT Ee 
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LITERARY MEMOIRS, 


The LETTERS of PLINY theConful; with ccca- 
fronal Remarks, 2-Vol. 8vo. Printed for R, Dod- 
fley, and fold by W. Thurlbourn in Cambridge, 


1747 


LINY the Younger, the Author of thefe Letters, has 

been very generally admired, both for the Elegance of 
his Style and Manner, and for the Amiablenefs of his private 
Character. The Tranflator obferves in his Preface, that thefe 
Epiftles may be confidered as Memoirs of the Man; and that 
therefore to enter into any Detail concerning him, would be 
only anticipating the Author himfelf, and amufing the Reader 
with a Copy, while the Original ftands before him. He onl 
juit informs us, that Pliny was born in the Reign of Nero, 
about the Eight hundred and Fifteenth Year of Rome, and the 
Sixty-fecond of the Chriftian Afra ; and that it is conjectured 
he died about the Year of Chrijé 116, a little before, or foon 
after Trajan. 

This Tranflation feems every where performed with great 
Elegance and Perfpicuity, and with a remarkable Degree of 
that Eafe and unaffected Fluency, which is fo effential to a 
familiar Letter, and fo difficult to preferve in Tranflations 
from the learned Languages. Where any Piece of Antiquity 
required an Explanation, or the Author’s Expreffions or Sen- 
timents depended on any Circumftance not fo obvious to a 
modern Reader, the Tranflator has added a Note, with great 
Learning and Judgment. ‘That the Reader may judge for 
himfelf, both of the Author and of this Tranflation, we thall 
tranfcribe three Letters of different kinds: One fhews him in 
a private domeftic View, the other in a literary one 5 and for 
his public Character, we fhall take his famous Letter to the 
Emperor Trajan, concerning the primitive Chriftians. 


Jo Junius Mauricus. Book I. Letter XIV. 


OU defire me to look out a Hufband for your Niece ; 

and it is with Juftice you enjoin me that Office. You 

were Witnefs to the Efteem and Affeéction I bore that great 
Man her Father, and with what noble Inftruétions he formed 
my Youth, and taught me to deferve thofe Praifes he was 
pleafed 
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pleafed to beftow upon me. You could not give me, then, a 
more important or more agreeable Commiflion; nor could I 
be employ’d in an Office of higher Honour, than of chufing 
a young Man worthy of continuing the Family of Ru/ficus 
Arulenus: A Choice I fhould be long in determining, if I 
were not acquainted with Minutius Amilianus, who feems 
formed for our Purpofe. While he loves me with that 
Warmth of Affe&ion, which is ufual between young Men of 
equal Years, (as indeed I have the Advance of him but by a 
very few) he reveres me at the fame time with all the Defe- 
rence due to Age; and is as defirous to model himfelf by my 
Inftructions, as I was by thofe of yourfelf and your Brother. 
He is a Native of Brixia, one of thofe Provinces in Italy, 
which ftill retains much of the frugal Simplicity, and Purity of 
ancient Manners. He is Son to Adimutius Macrinus, whofe 
humble Defires were fatisfied with being firft in the Rank of 
the Equeftrian Order; for tho’ he was nominated by Ve/pa- 
fian in the Number of thofe whom that Prince dignified with 
the Pretosian Honours ; yet, with a determined Greatnefs of 
Mind, he rather preferr’d an elegant Repofe to the ambitious, 
fhall I call them, or honourable Purfuits in which we in pub- 
lic Life are engaged. His Grandmother, on the Mother’s 
Side, is Serrana Procula of Padua: You are no Stranger to. 
the Manners of that Place; yet Serrana is looked upon, even 
among thefe referved People, as an exemplary Inftance of 
ftri€t Virtue. Acilius, his Uncie, is a Man of fingular Gra- 
vity, Wifdom, and Integrity. In a Word, you will find 
nothing throughout his Family unworthy of yours. Adinutius 
hiafelf has great Vivacity, 2s well as Application ; joined at 
the fame time with a moft amiable and becoming Modefty. 
He has already, with much Credit, pafled thro’ the Offices of 
Queftor, Tribune, and Prator; fo that you will be fpared 
the Trouble of folliciting for hum thofe honourable Employ- 
ments. He has a genteci and ruddy Countenance, with a 
certain noble Mien that {peaks the Man of Diftinction: Ad- 
vantages, I think, by no means to be flignted, and which I 
look upon as the proper Tributes. to Virgin Innocence. I am 
doubtful whether I fhould add, that his Father is very,rich. 
When I confider the Character of thofe who require a"Huf- 
band of my chufing, I know it is unneceflary to mention 
Wealth ; but when I reflect upon the prevailing Manners of 
the Age, and even the Laws of Reme, which rank a Man 
according to his Poffeffions, it certainly claims fome Notice: 
And indeed, in Eftablifhments of this Nature, where Chil- 
dren and many other Circumftances. are to be confider’d, it is 
P pz am 
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an Article that well deferves to be taken into the Account. 
You will be inclined, perhaps, to fufpe& that Affection has 
had too great a Share in the Charaéter I have been drawing, 
and that I have heighten’d it beyond the Truth. But I wiil 
ftake all my Credit with you, you will find every thing far 
beyond what I have reprefented. I confefs, indeed, I love 
Manutins (as he juftly deferves) with all the Warmth of the 
moft ardent Affection; but, for that very Reafon, I would 
- — more to his Merit than I know it will fupport. 
arewel. 


Jo Caninivs. Book Ul. Letter VII. 


Am juft now informed, that Si/ius Italicus has ftarved 
himfelf to Death at his Villa near Naples. Having been 
afliiéted with an impofthume, which was deemed incurable, 
he grew weary of Lite under fuch uneafy Circumftances ; and 
therefore put an End to it with the moft determined Courage. 
He had been extremely fortunate thro’ the whole Courfe of 
his Life, excepting only the Lofs of his younger Son ; how- 
ever, that was made up to him in the Satisfaction of fecing 
the Eldeft, who is of a more amiable Charaéter, attain the 
Confular Dignity, and of leaving him in a very flourifhing 
Situation. He fuffered a little in his Reputation in the Time 
of Nero, having been fufpected of forwardly joining in fome 
of the Informations which were carried on in the Reign of 
that Prince; but he made ufe of his Intereft in Vitellins, 
with great Difcretion and Humanity. He acquired much 
Honour by his Adminiftration of the Government of A/a; 
and by his approved Behaviour, after his Retirement trom 
Bufinefs, clear’d his Charaéter from that Stain which his 
former Intrigues had threwn upon it. He lived among the 
Nobility of Rome without Power, and confequently without 
Envy ; highly refpected, and much vifited, merely upon ac- 
count of his Merit: For what other Inducement could bring 
Company to a Man who was frequently confined to his Bed, 
and always to his Chamber ? He employed his Time between 
congerfing with Men of Letters, and compofing of Verfes; 
which he fometimes recited, in order to try the Sentiments of 
the Public; but he difcovered in them more Induftry than 
Genius. In the Decline of his Years he intirely quitted Rome, 
and lived altogether in Campania ; from whence even the Ac- 
ceffion of a new * Emperor could not draw him. A — 
ance 


* Trajan, 
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ftance which I mention as well to the Honour of the Prince, 
who was not difpleafed with that Liberty, as of Jtalicus, who 
was not afraid to make ufe of it. He was reproached with 
being fond of all the Elegancies of the fine Arts to a degree 
of Excefs. He had feveral Villa’s in the fame Province, and 
the laft Purchafe was always the chief Favourite, to the Ne- 
glect of the reft. They were all furnifhed with large Col- 
lections of Books, Statues, and Pictures, which he more than 
enjoyed, he even adored ; particulariy that of Mirgi/, of whom 
he was fo paflionate an Adimirer, that he celebrated the Anni- 
verfary of that Poet’s Birth-day with more Solemnity than 
his own, efpecially at Napies, where he ufed to approach his 
Tomb with as much Reverence as if it had been a Temple. 
In this Tranquillity he lived to the 75th Year of his Age, 
with a delicate, rather than a fickly Conftitution. It is re- 
markable, that as he was the laft Perfon upon whom Nero 
conferred the Confular Honour, (that Prince being killed dur- 
ing his Confulfhip) fo he was the laft alfo that furvived of all 
thofe who had been raifed by him to that Dignity. -When I 
confider this, I cannot forbear lamenting the tranfitory Con- 
dition of Mankind. Is there any thing in Nature fo fhort 
and limited as Human Life, even in its moft extended Period? 
Does not it feem to you, my Friend, but Yefterday that Nera 
was upon the Throne? And yet not one of all thofe who 
were Confuls in his Reign now remains! But why fhould I 
wonder at an Event focommon? Lucius Pifo (the Father of 
that Pifo who was infamoufly affaiiinated py Valerius Feflus 
in Africa) ufed to fay he did not fee one Perfon in the Senate, 
who fat in that Houfe when he was Conful: Such Multitudes 
are {wept away in fo fhort a Space! I am therefore fo far from 
thinking thofe Tears of Xerxes need any Apology, that, in 
my Judgment, Hiftory does Honour to his Character ; which 
informs us, that when this Prince had attentively furvey’d his 
immenfe Army, he could not refrain from weeping, with 
the Thought that fo many thoufand Lives would fo foon be 
extinct. The more ardent, therefore, fhould our Zeal be to 
Jengthen out this fhort Portion of Exiftence, by Acquifitions 
of Glory, if not in the active Scenes of Life, (which is ot 
always in our own Power) yet however in thofe of Study and 
Contemplation ; and fince it is not granted us to live long, 
let us tranfmit to Pofterity fome Memorial that we have at 
leaft lived. I well know you want not any Incitement to 
Virtue; but the Warmth o my Affeétion for you inclines me 
to forward you in the Courfe you already purfue; as I have 
often found myfelf encouraged by your generous a 

ow 
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How glorious is the Contention, when two Friends thus ftrive 
who fhall animate cach other moft in their Purfuits of immor- 
tal Fame! Farewel. 


To the Emperor Trayax. BaokX. Letter XCVII. 


T is a Rule, Sir, which I inviolably obferve, to.refer my- 
felf to you in all my Doubts; for who is more capable of 
removing my Scruples, or informing my Ignorance? Having 
mever been prefent at any Trials concerning thofe who pro- 
fefs Chriftianity, I am unacquainted not only with the Nature 
of their Crimes, or the Meafure of their Punifhment, but how 
far it is proper to enter into an Examination concerning them. 
Whether therefore any Difference is ufually made with refpeét 
to the Ages of the Guilty, or no Diftinction is to be obferved 
between the Young and the Adult ; whether Repentance in- 
titles them to a Pardon; or, if a Man has been once a Chri- 
ftian, it, avails nothing to defift from his Error; whether the 
very Profeffion of Chriftianity, unattended with any criminal 
A&t, or only the Crimes themiclves, inherent in the Profeftion, 
are punifhable ; in all thefe Points I am greatly doubtful. In 
the mean while, the Mcthod I have obferved towards thofe 
wha have been brought before me, as Chriftians, is this: I in- 
terrovated them whether they were Chriftians? If they con- 
fefled, I repeated the Queftion twice again; adding ‘Vhreats 
at the fame time; when, if they ftill perfevered, J order them 
to be immediately punifhed: For I was perfuaded, whatever 
the Nature of their Opinions might be, a contumacious and 
inflexible Obitinacy certainiy deferved Correction. There 
were others alfo biought before me pofleficd with the fame 
Infatuation; but being Citizens of Rome, I directed them to 
be carried thither. But this Crime fpreading (as is ufually the 
Cafe) while it was actually under Profecution, feveral Inftances. 
of the fame Nature occurred. An information was prefented 
to me, without any Name fubfcribed, containing a Charge 
againft feveral Perfons ; who, upon Examination, denied they 
were Chriftians, or had ever been fo. ‘They repeated after 
me an Invocation to the Gods, and offered religious Rites 
with Wine and Frankincenfe before your Statue ; (which for 
this Purpofe I had ordered to be brought, together with thofe 
of the Gods) and even reviled the Name of Chri/f : Whereas 
there is no forcing, it is faid, thofe who are‘realiy Chriftians 
into a Compliance with any of thefe Articles. I thought pro- 
per therefore to difcharge them. Some among thofe who 
were accufed by a Witnefs in Perfon, at firft confeffed — 
felves 
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Yelves Chriftians ; but immediately after denied it: While the 
reft owned indeed, that they had been of that Number for- 
merly ; but had now (fome above three, others more, and 
a few above twenty Years ago) forfaken that Error. They 
all worfhipped your Statue, and the Images of the Gods, 
throwing out Imprecations at the fame time againft the Name of 
Chrift. They affirmed, the Whole of their Guilt or their Errof 
was, that they met on a certain ftated Day before it was light, 
and addrefled themfelves in a Form of Prayer to Chri/?, as to 
fome God, binding themfelves by-a folemn Oath, not for the 
Purpofes of any wicked Delign, but never to commit any 
Fraud, Theft, or Adultery, never to falfify their Word, nor 
deny a Truft when they fhould be called upon to deliver it up; 
after which it was their Cuftom to feparate, and then re- 
aflemble, to eat in common a harmlefs Meal. From this 
Cuftom, however, they defifted after the Publication of my 
Edi&t ; by which, according to your Orders, I forbade the 
mecting of any Affemblies. After receiving this Account, f£ 
judged it fo much the more neceflary to endeavour to extort 
the real Truth, by putting two l’cemale Slaves to the Torture, 
who were faid to adminifter in their religious Fun@ions; but 
I could difcover nothing more than an abfurd and exceflive 
Superftition. 1 thought proper therefore to adjourn all farther 
‘ Proceedings in this Affair, in order to confult with you. For 
it appears to be a Matter highly deferving your Coniideration 3 
more efpecially as great Numbers muft be involved in the Dan~ 
ger of thefe Fostecatiene this Enquiry having already ex- 
tended, and being ftill likely to extend to Perfons of all Ranks 
and Ages, and even of both Sexes: For this contagious Super- 
ftition is not confined to Cities only, but has fpread its Infece 
tion among the Country Villages. Neverthelefs, it feems ftill ' 
poflible to remedy this Evil, and reftrain its Progrefs. The 
Temples, at leaft, which were once almoit deferted, begin 
now to be frequented ; and the facred Solemnities, after along 
Intermiffion, are again revived ; while there 1s a general De- 
mand for the Vidtims, which for fome time paft have met 
with but few Purchafers. From hence it is eafy to imagine, 
what Numbers might be reclaimed from this Error, if a Par- 
don were granted to thofe who fhall repent. 
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An Account of Englith Anrs. By the Rev. William 
Gould, 4. M. of Exeter-College, Oxon. London, 
printed for A. Millar, 1747, 12m0. Pages 109, be- 
Sides Preface and Dedication. 


HE Reverend Author of this little Treatife, after many 

curious Searches into the Nature and Polity of theAnr, 
has given us a more particular Account of it than any former 
Naturalift, and has corrected fome miftaken Notions which 
have hitherto prevailed concerning it. Indeed, he often puts 
his Reader in mind that he fpeaks only of Englifo Ants, and 
that confequently foreign Authors may relate Matters of Fadt, 
tho’ their Narration differ from his in fome remarkable Par- 
ticulars. 

He oegins with their feveral Species, of which he has ob- 
ferved five ; the Hill-Ant, the Jet-Ant, the Red, the Yellow, 
and the fmall Black Ant. Of thefe, the firft are much the 
largeft; the fecond and third are of equal Size, and about 
three Parts lefs than the firft; the fourth and fifth are about 
half as big as the Red or Jet Kind. They have different Habi- 
tations, according to the Exigences of their feveral Conftitu- 
tions ; and they differ likewife, tho’ very little, in their Form 
and Structure. The Head of an Ant is provided with a double 
Saw, a Mouth, a Pair of Horns, two Eyes, and a Neck, 
which joins it to the Breaft. The Saws are of a Subftance 
like Bone, and one of them is placed on each Side of the 
Mouth, confifting of four or five Teeth, and terminating in 
a fine Hook, bending inwards. They play from Right to 
Left, and are capable of being confiderably extended on each 
Side of the Mouth. The Mouth lies between them, and is 
compofed of a hollow Tube, anfwering the End of a Throat, 
and of four moveable and jointed Horns, that ferve inftead of 
Lips and Fingers to convey Food into the Throat.; The An- 
tennz, or more properly the Feelers, are placed in little 
Sockets between the Mouth and Eyes ; they confift of two 
Parts or Branches, connected by.a Joint, and diverge outwards 
on each Side. Their fecond or upper Branch is longer than 
the lower, and has eleven or twelve Divifions, like fo many 
little Cups placed in one another, and hence they can move 
them with great Celerity. The chief Ufe of thete Antenne 
is to feel with ; for their Eyes are immoveable, fo that they 
cannot adapt their Focus to the various Diftance of Objects : 
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and each Eye is placed fo far backward on the Side of the 
Head, that they cannot take in Objects directly before or 
above them ; but this Difadvantage is obviated by the feelers, 
which give them Notice of any Impediment in the Way. 
The Cornea of their Eye is a Lattice-Work, conlifting of 
different Lenfes; and thus in fome Degree compenfating the 
want of Motion: ‘he Breaft has a ftrong Mufcle, that 
feems to give Life and Motion to this and moft other In- 
fests; for upon prefling it, they immediately die. The 
Ant has fix Legs; the two firft are the fhorteft, and 
the hindmoft longeit ; each Leg has three Divifions, and two 
Hooks at its Extremity. “heir Body is compofed of four 
Rings, and contains, befides other Vifcera, a Bag of cor- 
roding Spirituous Liquor, which it can eject at Pleafure to 
a contiderable Diftance. The Red Species has a Sting like a 
Bee, with which it inje&ts a Venom that gives a fmart but 
momentary Pain. ‘lhe other Ants have no Sting, and 
therefore are forced to make a Wound with their Saw, be- 
fore they can throw in their Venom. Such is the Structure 
of the Ant ; which our Author illuftrates, as he goes along, 
with Obfervations on its Convenience and Aptnefs to their 
feveral Neceffities. 

They unite together in Colonies, and make Choice of dif- 
ferent Places of Abode. Their Colonies will live very near 
to cach other upon good Terms ; but if any of them ven- 
ture into a different Colony, they are immediately pinched 
to Death, and devoured, or carried out of the Settlement. 
Their Cities in the cold Seafon are fometimes carried two or 
three Feet below the Surface of the Ground, and then but 
few of them are found towards the upper part of the Colony. 
In Summer they come more into the open Air and Sun, fo 
that about Adidfummer they even raife their Edifice half a 
Foot or more above its ufual Height. ‘Their City is divided 
into many little Cells and Apartments, all communicating 
with cach other by little Tubterrancous Channels, which arc 
circular and fmooth. By this Means they can pafs to and 
fro with more Eafe; the Rain-water fooner drains off, and 
their Streets are not fo liable to be obitructed by Duft or 
other Impediments. ‘Their Cells are oval; but our Autho: 
could never diicover any Incruftation, or Cement, or Com- 
pofition of any kind in them (as the Author of Nature Di/- 
play’d reprefents them) or that they confiited of any thing 
befides the Mold itfelf. They form their Cells and Streets 
‘with great Celerity, firft grating the Earth into little Particles 
with their Saws, and then removing it with the Hooks, which, 
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being placed at their Extremities, anfwer the End ofa Forceps 
or pair of Pincers. They keep their Apartments extremely 
clean, and as foon as one of their Fraternity dies, he is carried 
out of the Settlement. Pliny fays, that in his Country they 
bury their Dead ; but this is a Courtefy not imitated by outs 
in England. 

Their Government has been univerfally taken for a Com- 
mon-weelth, and accordingly they have been treated as a 
Body confifting of Males and Females. But the common 
Ants are, like the common Bees, of neither Sex, but deftin- 
ed entirely to take Care of and educate the Young, which 
the Queen depofits in the Cells. Every perfeét Colony of 
Ants has at leaft one Queen, who is eafily diftinguifhed from 
the reft by her Size and Colour ; and who, by a moderate 
Computation, in the Space of feven or eight Months gives 
Birth to a Family of four or fivethoufand. As the Yellow 
Ants are moit frequent, our Author gives a particular De- 
fcription of their Queen, and mentions the Circumftances 
wherein other Queens differ from her. The yellow Quecn 
is five times larger than any of her Subjects; her Colour isa 
glofly ycllowith Bay. Her Headis furnithed like that of the 
common Ants, but befides their two Eyes, fhe has three 
{maller ones on her Forehead, placed in a triangular Form, 
and very convex ; probably to ferve her for a Sky-Light, and 
affift her in traverfing the dark Recefles of her City. Her 
Body befides the other Vifcera, contains a fertile Bag of 
Eggs ; and while fhe is diftended with them, we may obferve 
a Partition along her Back, anda continued Motion from one 
Extreme tothe other, like what we find in Silk-worms, which 
anfwers the End of Refpiration, and promotes the Circula- 
tion of her Juices. The other Quéens differ from the yel- 
low, only in fome fmall Particulars. The Queen in the 
Winter-Seafon retires to fome of the remotcit Apartments ; and 
in Summer, often fhifts her Cells. Whatever Cell fhe en- 
ters, the common Ants receive her with the greateft Affec- 
tion and Joy, leaping and dancing about her, ‘and furround- 
ing her with fo dutitul an Attendance, that it you feparate 
them frem her, they will foon crowd round her again. She 
diftributes her Eges in each Cell as fhe thinks fit, but feldom 
continues long with her Young, whom fhe leaves to the Care 
of the Workers. It feems probable, that the Obedience of 
thefe to their Queen is temporary and limited to particular 
Cells ; ‘or upon laying her Eggs, her Attendants grow more 
cool towards her; and if you then remove her from her Co- 
lony, they go on in their Employments of feeding the 

Young 


? 
































Literary ad Hiflorical REGisTER, 271 
Young without minding her ; whereas among the Bees, if 
you remove the Quecn, they immediately forfake the Hive, 
and difperfe. In the Seafon of laying her Eggs, from ‘fanu- 
ary to September, the goes from one Cell to another depofiting 
Parcels, and is received into every new Cell with univerfal 
Pleafure by the working Ants. After fhe has laid her Eggs, the 
Workers feem to divide their Care between her and her 
Offspring ; for if you give them much Difturbance, fome will 
run to the Prote‘ion of their Queen ; but they generally 
exprefs moft Affection to the Eggs. There are three Sorts 
of Eggs depofited by the Queen; the Male, Female, and 
Neutral, or thofe from which the common working Ants 
are produc’d, which are of neither Sex. The two firft are 
laid in the Spring ; the lait in uly, and part of Auguft 5 
or if the Seafon be favourable, rather fooner. They are all 
covered with a Membrane, and are oblong in their Figure. 
The Female Eggs are black, and are about the fixteenth or 
feventeenth Part of an Inch in Length; the Male Eggs are 
browner, and the Neutral white and tranfparent. If there 
be ever fo many Particles of Salt, Sugar, or any other Sub- 
ftance ever fo like an Egg, mix’d with them, yet the Ants 
are never to be deceived by it, and remove only the true Egg; 
nay, if you put Clufters of Eggs of different Colonies un- 
der the fame Glafs, they will often touch only their own. 
In a few Days after the Eggs have been committed to the 
Care and Incubation of the Workers, they grow white, and 
lofe their Tranfparency. Soon after they look rough and 
covered with fmall Hairs, are extended into feveral Rings, 
and appear in the Shape of Vermicles or litthe Worms. They 
cannot move from one Place to another, differing in this Re- 
fpect from moft other Infeéts ; from whom they yet differ 
much more in the long Time of their Continuance in this 
Vermicle State. For the Female Eggs put on the Forms of 
Worms in February, the Male in March, and both of them 
retain it to the April of the fecond Year ; the i-cutral Egg 
does not become a Worm till September, and continues fo to 
the Fune of the fecond Year, or later. About che End of 
May in the fecond Year of their being Vermicles, they be- 
gin to enter upon the Nymph or Aurelia State ; at leat the 
Males and Females. When the Ant-Worms have attained 
their full Growth, the Workers convey them to fome proper 
Place near the Surface of the Colony, and ceafe to give them 
Nourifhment. The Vermicle begins to weave in the Man- 
ner of Silk-worms, and in a few Days infolds itfelf in a 
foft filken kind of Tiflue ; thus becoming a Nymph or Au- 
Qg 2 relia 
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relia. The Female Worms firft undergo this Alteration, and 
the Neutral laft. After the Maggot is compleatly covered 
with its Silk, it diffolves into a liquid tenacious Humour, 
in the midft of which is a {mall purple or black Confiftence, 
that contains or gives Life to the future Ant. This gluti- 
nous Humour is the Aliment of the Embryo, and diminifhes 
in pioporiion as it increafes in Size. Vhe threefold Diiterence 
with refpect to Sex, is preferved among the Nymphs as well 
as among the Vermicles. “Lhe Female Ants continue, in this 
Nymph State, about fix Weeks ; the Male and Neutral, about 
a Month. 

The Head and Legs of a perfeét Ant are the Parts which 
firft appear from the Nymyn. Ina few Days the Ant is com- 
pleatly form’d, but white and motionlefs. In about three 
Weeks they turn yellow or brown; and after feven or 
eight Days begin to free themfelves from their Imprifonment. 
Their Legs and Antenne are the firft Parts which move. 
‘The Workers open, with their Saws, the Head-part of the 
Nymph’s Tiffue, as foon as they fee it tending to Life ; 
this Aperture they gradually enlarge, and after a Day or 
two, take out the young Ant, and expofe it to the Sun- 
beams, which are of great Force in promoting its Maturity. 
The Female Aurelias are firft transform’d, and appear in 
the Shape of large Flies; the Male or fmall Ant-Flics next 
appear ; and the Neutral Aurelias change to common Ants 
or Workers. As this Diftinction of Sexes, and the future 
Occonomy of thefe Ant-Flies are entirely new in our Au- 
thor’s Natural Hiftory, fo he relates a great many very cu- 
rious Experiments and Obfervations to confirm his Account, 
and fhews it probable that the large and Female Ant-Flies 
lofe their Wings, and af.erwards become Qutens. - 

Our Author infifts largely on the Employments of the 
common Ants or Workers ; which are partly the Manage- 
ment of the Young, and the Building their little Hills of 
Straw, Rubbifh, and Particles of Earth, mixed with Blades 
of Grafs, into litthe Mounds or Ramparts, oa which to 
expofe the Eggs and Nymphs to the Sun-beams ; their other 
great Employment is, in colleéting Provifions. In_ their 
Manner of tending, feeding, and providing for the Young, 
are many furprifing Inftances as well of their Sagacity, as 
of their Induitry and Care. But with refpect to their Pro- 
vilion of lood, our Author contradi&ts two very common 
Notions ; w/z. that the Ants eat Corn, ard that they have 
Grainaries or Repofitories for the Winter ; neither of which 
he could ever by any Obfcrvation difcover to be truce. He 
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concludes with fome Reflections on the final Caufes of feve- 
ral parts of their Structure and Oeconomy ; but for thefe 
and many other curious Particulars, we muft refer the Reader 
to the Treatife itfelf. 








HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


The Conftitution, Power, and Intereft of ibe Germa- 
nick Body. 


HE Germanick Body is a Term with which we are very 

well acquainted in Britaix, and the Notion we have of 

it is in the General right enough; but when we come 
to dpeak of it more clofely, it does not appear, at leaft 
from general Converfation, that People enter into it very 
ftrictly, comprehend it very clearly, or are able to fatisfy 
themfelves whether Propofitions relating thereto, are confiftent 
with, or oppofite to Truth, or even whether they are pro- 
bable or improbable. ‘This, if we confider it as a Branch of 
Political Learning, is indeed of very great Importance ; but 
it is of ftill greater Importance, when we remember that it 
is a Point which frequently concerns the immediate Safety 
of our own Country. Men of great Parts, and wholly de- 
voted to the Service of this or that Faction, frequently in- 
troduce the Germanick Body into their Debates, and either 
exalt or deprefs, heighten or weaken it at Pleafure. Some- 
times we hear it magnified as one of the greateft Powers in 
Europe, as more than a Ballance for France, and as capable 
of itfelf to fecure and maintain the Equilibrium, not in Ger- 
many only, but in refpeét to the North, and to the Houfe of 
Bourbon ; by others we are told that it is a vaft, unwieldy, 
and languid Power; unconnected in its Parts, flow in its 
Refolves, and dilatory in the Execution of them. It is 
to free this Subjeét from all Embarrafsment, and to fet it ina 
clear and natural Light, that we have given Place to this 
Article ; and as it is very poffible to do this within the Com- 
pafs of about an Hour’s reading, it,is hop’d that the Pains 
taken thereon will merit the Approbation of the Publick ; 
the rather, becaufe it will appear from our Manner of treat- 
ing it, that there is not the fmalleft Mixture of Prepoffef- 
fion 
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fion or Prejudice, but that we really mean to render the 
Thing as intelligible as it is in our Power to make it. 

The Empire of the Weft, of Germany, or as it is common- 
ly ftiled, the Holy Roman Empire, was founded by CHARLES 
the Great ; and under him and his Son, the Government was 
Monarchical ; and the Dominions of thofe Princes being very 
large, and accruing to them by different Titles, they were 
governed eithcr by Perfons vefted with Powers from the Em- 
peror immediately, or by their Natural Princes, Vaflals 
to the Emperor; and both thefe kind of Governors were 
ftiled Dukes. In refpect to Spiritual Affairs, they were ad- 
minftered t, Bifhops, and as there was a great Spirit of Re- 
ligion in thofe Days, this render’d thofe Prelates very confi- 
derable. The Care of Juftice within the Diftriéts into which 
the large Provinces were divided, belong toan Officer called in 
Latin Comes, from whence the Word Count is derived ; but 
in the German Language he was ftiled Grave. From thefe 
Courts there was a» Appeal to that of the.Emperor, and 
therefore the Chief-Juftice or Prefident of the Imperial Court 
was ftiled Comes Palatinus, that is, Count Palatine, i. ¢. of the 
Palace, or in German Palfgrave. The fame Reafon of State 
introduced other neceffary Offices, fuch as a Governor of the 
Frontiers or Marches, thence ftiled Aargqui/s, and by the 
Germans Margrave, anfwering to our Lord Warden of the 
Marches ; the Landgrave was an Officer of the fame Na- 
ture with the Grave, or Count, but had a greater Extent of 
Country, and that generally in the Heart of the Empire ; 
the Burgrave was the Emperor’s Officer in Towns and 
Caftles, that is to fay, in fuch as belong’d immediately to the 
Emperor, and in which,when he came into the Country where 
they lay, he was wont to refide, for in thefe only he kept 
fuch an Officer. We may from hence plainly fee, that 
except the Dukes who were Vaffals, there were none of thefe 
Officers but what depended upon the mere Pleafure of the 
Emperor, and had not the leaft Colour to expect that their 
Offices fhould become fettled and conftant, much lefs Heredi- 
tary. But Divifions in the Imperial Family, Civil Wars, and 
the finking the Imperial Dignity, foon brought about aChange, 
In fome Cafes the Dukes themfelves took fuch Meafures, 
that it was fcarce in the Power of the Emperor to difpoflefs 
them, or hinder their Sons from fucceeding ; in others it be- 
came the Intereft of the Prince to continue this Power to 
them, and their Defcendants, in order to attach them more 
effectually to his Family ; and thus the modern Conftitution 
came in, of diftinét Principalities owning the Emperor for 
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their Head. All Beginnings are rude, and fo was the Com- 
mencement of the Germanick Body ; but it is neceflary to 
afcend to the Origin of Things, if we will underftand them ; 
and when this is once fix’d in our Minds, it is a very 
eafy thing to follow the Channel from its Source. 

But it was not long that Things continued in this Situa- 
tion, and thefe new Princes in a State of doubtful Authority ; 
for upon the Extinétion of the Imperial Line, and the fetting 
Conrad Duke of Franconia upon the Throne by an Eleétion, 
the Rights of the Emperor and of thefe Princes came to ftand 
upon the fame Foot, which was about the Beginning of the 
Tenth Century. His Succeflor, Henry of Saxony, had indeed 
a Notion of cxerting the old Imperial Authority, to which 
the Princes thought he had no Title; and this produced great 
Difturbances in his Reign, and a very oppofite Conduct in his 
Son and Succeflor Otho I. who courted the Princes, and might 
have made himfelf the moft powerful Monarch of his Age, if 
the Divifions in his own Family had not prevented it. By the 
Conqueft of Lombardy, and fixing the Imperial Dignity to the 
King of Germany, he in fome meafure extended the Power of 
his Succeflors ; but at the fame time brought in certain In- 
conveniences, which were not felt before. The Emperor 
thenceforward claimed the Right of approving the Bifhop of 
Rome; and the Popes, who were then much more powerful 
than they have been fince, formed, in their’ Turns, Pretenfions 
to name or to approve the Prelates; and the Difputes which 
this occafioned, joined to the Confufions that naturally happen 
in Eleétive Governments, brought the Empire into fuch a 
Condition, that, as we have fhewn in the Beginning of the 
laft Article, it was found requifite to offer the Imperial Dig- 
nity to Count Ropo.px of Hap/burgh, in the Beginning of 
the 13th Century : And the Difturbances that happened aftcr 
the Exclution of the Houfe of 4u/fria, for fome time made 
the German Princes very willing to raife ALBERT II. to the 
Throne in 1437. Himfelf and his Succeffors yielded to feve- 
ral Regulations, that were favourable to the Germanick Body ; 
more efpecially the Emperor FREpERIc III. the leaft power- 
ful, and the leaft refpeéted of the Princes of the Houfe of 
Auftria; who notwithftanding laid the Foundation of its 
Power, and gave Form and Credit to the Germanick Conftitu- 
tion, which was improved by the Emperor MAXIMILIAN 3 
who, in the Beginning of his Reign, was very well inclined to 
remedy the Diforders that had been either created or permit- 
ted by his Predeceflors. Upon his.Demife, before CHARLES 
Y. was admitted to the Imperial Dignity, the Electors thought 
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fit to fecure themfelves againft the Effeéts of his great Power, 
by a new Step, which has been fince conftantly followed; I 
mean, the fwcaring to certain Articles of Government, ftiled 
the Capitulation. In the foregoing Article we have fhewn 
the Attempts made by the Emperors to enlarge their Autho- 
rity, the Meafures taken by the Princes and States of the 
Empire to prevent their extending it, their calling in the 
Swedes and the French for that Purpofe, and the fettling all 
the Pretenfions on both Sides, forever, by the famous Treaty 
of Wefiphalia. 

As the Imperial Dignity was originally abfolute and here- 
ditary, and as thofe Monarchs had very great Powers, their 
Succeflors have always kept up a Claim to, and fomctimes have 
exercifed fuch Prerogatives. Thofe Emperors, being Pro- 
tectors of the Reman Church, the Pepes thought it for their 
Intereft to make them greater than any other Princes, and 
therefore ftiled them the Temporal Heads of the Chriftian 
World. It was from hence they afiumed to themfelves Pre- 
cedence of all Kings, and even claimed a Power of making 
Kings, not by beftowing Territories, but by granting that 
Dignity or that Title to fuch as had them already, but with 
an inferior Stile. They pretended alfo to other Rights, even 
in the Territories of Princes without the Bounds of the Em- 
pire; particularly of granting Dignities to their Subjects, 
which however was frequently controverted, particularly by 
our Queen Elizabeth. Jt was alfo a long time betore they 
gave the Title of A/ajefy to other Kings, whom they treated 
with that of Serenity only; but thefe Notions are now almoft 
wore out, except in the Em;ire ; and, fetting afide the Point 
of Precedence, they have fearce any other Prerogative fuperior 
to other Monarchs. _ In the Empire, indeed, they have, upon 
particular Occations, very high Marks of Refpeét paid them ; 
and very powerful Princes not only fubmit to, but contend 
for the Right of ating as their menial Servants; which, at 
firft fight, may feem to be inconfiftent with their own Dig- 
nities ; but when clofely examined, this feeming Humility is 

really founded on a Principle of Ambition. All the Eleétors 
“have great Offices; and thofe Offices are not only annexed to 
their Dignitics, but feem to have been the Occafion of them, 
which is the Reafon_ of their being fo tenacious in this Re- 
fpect ; and as they are capable of teing elected, as well as of 
electing, as they ftile themfclvcs Coimperantes, and in the 
‘Time of a Vacancy exercife a Part of the Imperial Authority, 
it is no Wonder that they are for ratfing it in point of Stile 
and Prerogative as high as they can; efpecially as the Empe- 
rors, 
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tors, in return, employ that very Authority in their Favour, 
and would have the Eleétors, confidered in that Quality, ftand 
upon the Level with Kings. But it is neceflary to fee who 
and what thefe great Princes are, and how they have acquired 
their Right of Election, which, tho’ now fettled and incon- 
tefted, was not always fo; the Election of the antient Em- 
perors differing in many refpe&is from that Form of Eleétion 
which has prevailed for fome Ages paft, and which, being now 
made a Part of the Germanick Conttitution, is like to remain 
as long as that fhall endure. 

The Kings of Germany were always elective ; but originally 
this did not depend upon the great Officers of State intirely, 
but other Princes: And in Procefs of Time the Deputies of the 
Imperial Towns repaired to the Diet of Election, and gave 
at leaft their Approbation to the new King before he was 
proclaimed ; but however the great Officers, by their being 
always about the Court, had great Advantages of being earlier 
prefent at fuch Diets, and came to have a confiderable In- 
fluence over the Members. In the troublefome Times, when 
Henry of Thuringia, William Earl of Holland, Richard Earl 
of Cornwall, and Alphonfo King of Ca/file, were chofen, the 
Princes and great Towns had fcarce an Opportunity of at- 
tending; and this gave fuch a Countenance to the Right they 
had afiumed of electing, witheut confulting any other Mem- 
bers of the Empire, that Pope Gregcry X. either conceived 
they had fuch a Right, or was willing to favour their acquiring 
it; which induced him to direct a Bull to thofe great Offi- 
cers, in which he exhorted them to ele&t an Emperor, and 
thereby put an End to the Troubles in Germany ; fince which 
they have been confidered as Electors. And to fecure the 
Poffeffion of that Dignity, they, in the Reign of Lewis of 
Bavaria, entered into a League amongft themfelves, which 
was called the Eleétoral Union, and which was confirmed by 
the Emperor, and ratified afterwards by the famous Conftitu- 
tion of Charles IV. fo well known to the World by the Title 
of the Golden Bull; by which alfo it was provided, that the 
Territories, with the great Offices pea | to them, and by 
the Poffeffion of which the Electoral Dignity was obtained, 
fhould defcend according to the.Right of Primogeniture, and 
be abfolutely indivifible, that the Right of each Ele€tor might 
be the better known, and more effectually fecured. By this 
Conftitution the Number and Titles of the Eleétors, and the 
Manner of Eleétion, were fully fettled in the following man- 
ner: The Archbifhop of Afentz, as Great Chancellor of the 


German Empire ; the Elector of Cologn, as Great Chancellor 
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of the Empire in Jtaly ; the EleGtor of Triers, as Great Chan- 
cellor of the Empire in Gaul and Arles ; the King of Bohemia, 
in Quality of Great Cup-bearer ; the Count Palatine, as High 
Steward; the Duke of Saxony, as Grand Marfhal; and the 
Margrave of Brandenburgh, as Grand Chamberlain, were the 
Seven Eleétors. The Duke of Bavaria, tho’ in every refpeét 
as powerful a Prince as any of thefe, was not thought of upon 
this Occafion, as having none of the great Offices; but he 
being of the fame Houfe with the Counts Palatine, demanded 
to fhare the Quality of Elector with them ; and on this it was 
aCtually f2ttled by Treaty, that the Chiefs of the two Houfes 
fhould exercife that Right alternately ; but of this there is no 
mention made in the Golden Bull. When the Emperor 
thought fit to deprive the EleCter Palatine, Frederic V. of that 
Dignity as well as of his Territosics, the Duke of Bavaria 
came into Poffeffion of it, and kept it, even by the Peace of 
Ofnabrugh ; by which an Fighth !ectorate was ereéted in Fa- 
vour of the Elector Palatine ; and that he might not be with- 
out an Office, the Dignity of Arch-Treafurer was conferred 
upon him. In 1692, the Emperor Leopold creéted a Ninth 
Eleétorate, in Favour of Erneft-Augujlus Duke of Luncn- 
burgh, Grandfather to his prefent Britannick Majefty, which 
occafioned very high Difputes; but at laf all things were 
amicably fettled. On the putting the Elector of Bavaria un- 
der the Ban of the Empire, in the laft general War, the Poft 
of Arch-Treafurer was given to the new Elector ; the Elector 
Palatine getting Poffefion again of his antient Title of High 
Steward, which the Eleétor of Bavaria had kept. But upon 
the Peace of Baden, the. Elector of Bavaria came again into 
Poffeffion of the Electorai Dignity, and that of Hizb Steward ; 
and the Poft of High Treafwer is ever fince claimed both by the 
Electors Palatine and of Brunfwick. 

As for the Election of a new Emperor, it is fo effe€tually 
fettled, that there cannot now be any Difputes about it. The 
Elector of Mentz, in Quality of Great Chancellor of the Em- 
pire, is to fummon the reft of the Electors upon the Demife of 
an Emperor, within the Space of one Month after he receives 
Notice of it ; and the Day fixed for Election is to be within 
the Compafs of three Months from that of his Summons. The 
Ele&tors are not bound to attend in Pcrfon, but may fend 
their Embafladors, as they generally do; and they commonly 
name three of thefe; but if they neglect to come in Perfon, 
or to fend an Embaffador, they lofe their Right of Eleétion 
for that Time. The Place of Eleétion is Franckfort ‘upon 
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the Main; but that is not a Thing indifpenfible, yet fo that 
the Right of the City of Frazckfort muft be always faved, in 
cafe the Election is made elfewhere. As foon as the Diet of 
Eleétion is met, they begin to fettle the Capitulation, which 
the Emperor, when elected, is to fwear to. This is done by 
the College of Electors, but the College of Princes claim a 
Right of approving it ; which however isa Point in Difpute. 
When the Capitulation is fix’d, the Elector of A@entz appoints 
the Day for the aétual Eleétion, upon which the Gates of the 
City are fhut, and the Keys delivered to that Eleétor. The 
Electors, or their Embafladors, repair in great Pomp to 
Church; and when the Mafs is over, at which the Prote- 
ftants are not obliged to be prefent, they take a very folemn 
Oath tochufe without cabelling, or a View to private Intereft, 
the Perfon that appears tc them the moft fit for the Imperial 
Dignity: This done, they retire to the Sacriftry, where the 
Eleftor of Mentz afks if there be any Impediment known why 
they fhould not then proceed toan Election; and then he ex- 
acts a Promife that the Perfon fhall be owned and admit- 
ted for Emperor who fhall be chofen by the Majority ; and 
the Declarations of the Ele€toral Ambaleders upon thefe two 
Heads are recorded by two Notaries of the Empire: After 
which all the Witnefles are commanded to withdraw. After 
this, the Elector of Mentz colleéts the Suffrages, which are given 
VivaVoce, and laft of all he gives his own. It is neceffary that the 
Perfon chofen fhould have a Majority of the whole Body, and 
not a bare Majority of Votes; for fuppofing there were three 
Candidates, and one had four, another three, and another 
two Voices, this would be no Eleétion ; but any of the E~ 
le&tors who has Suffrages for him, may add his own to make 
up the Majority. When this is over, the Witnefles that 
were prefent at the Beginning of the Tranfaction, are again 
called in, and the Ele€for of Mentz declares to them the Per- 
fon whom the Electors have. chofen. The new Emperor 
however is not proclaimed, till himfelf, if prefent, or his Em- 
baffador, if abfent, has fworn in his Name to the Capitula- 
tion; and then the Eleétion is looked upon as intirely com- 
pleat. There have been feveral Attempts made to fettle a 
perpetual Capitulation ; and the doing this, is looked upon as 
a Point of great Confequence to the Empire; but the Debates 
it has hitherto occafioned in the Diet of the Empire, has hin- 
dered its being brought to a Conclufion. 

The Emperors were formerly ftiled onlyv‘Kings of Germany, 
from the Time of their Election to the Time of their Coro- 
nation at Rome; and this ferves to explain a Paflage before 
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made ufe of in refpeét to the Emperor Otho, and his annexing 
the Imperial Title to the Crown of Germany; agreeable to 
which the Golden Bull declares, That the Electors ought to 
chufe a King of the Romans for their future Emperor. In 
refpect to this, the Reader will obferve that the Office was 
conferred by the Election, and only the Title by the Coro- 
nation: Sometimes the Popes encouraged, and were very fond 
of this, at other Times they were uneafy at the Emperor’s 
Prefence: At latt the Inconveniences grew fo great on both 
Sides, that tae kmperor AZaximilian the Firft declined going 
to Rome; acd the Pope was fo far from taking this ill, that he 

ranted him a Bull, which enabled him to take the Title of 
aoe on his being crowned in Germany. It remained long 
an Article in the Capitulation, that the Emperor fhould en- 
deavour to be crowned in that City: But at the Election of 
the Emperor Leopold, this was left out as a Thing needlefs, 
as being cancell’d by Difufe. His Coronation in Germany 
however is ftill required by the Capitulation, and it generally 
follows the Election as foon as may be, that the Electors, who 
are obliged to be prefent at it, to perform their arch, or 
great Offices, may not be obliged to give a double Atten- 
dance. The Place appointed by the Golden Bull is the City of 
Aix la Chapelle, in regard to the Refidence of Charlemagne ; 
but notwithitanding this, he may be crowned in any other 
City, faving the Right of 4ix /a Chapelle, By the Golden Bull, 
the Coronation of the Emperor belongs to the Archbifhop and 
Elector of Calogn; but that is upon a Suppofition that the Em- 
peror is crowned at Aix, which is within his Diocefe; and 
therefore when he is crowned clfewhere, the Ceremony is per- 
formed by,the Elector of AZentz, if within his Diocefe ; and 
in Cities that are in neither of their Diocefes, he and the E- 
le&tor of Cologn enjoy this Honour by turns. When the Em- 
peror is feated on the Throne, the Elector of Saxony puts into 
his Hand the Sword of Charles the Great, with which he makes 
feme Knights of the Holy Roman Empire, of his own Mo- 
tive, and is obliged alfo to make others who are nominated by 
the refpeciive E}ectors. When he comes to dine in the great 
Hall, he has the Table to himfelf, which is raifed two Steps 
higher than thofe of the Electors, and is ferved by Counts of 
the Empire ; whereas the Electors, who have each of them his 
Table, are terved only by theGentlemen of their refpectiveCourts. 
Such of them as affit at this Ceremony in Perfon, fit and eat 
at their own Tables; but thofe who are reprefented by their 
Ambafladors, have only Tables covered for them with empty 
Plates, at which the Ambafiador does not fitdown. The Co- 
ronation 
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ronation of the Emperor is not only a great Ceremony, but a, 
very fignificant one alfo; forit keeps up all the great Offices, 
and ferves to raife the Authority and Dignity of the Emperor, 
by fhowing him in fuch high Luftre to all who are pre- 
fent upon the Occafion, at his Entrance upon his Govern- 
ment. 

We are now to fpeak of the King of the Romans, which is a 
Title that has had two very different Significations, as relating to 
two different Perfons. From the Time of his Election to that 
of his Coronation, the Perfon vefted with the Imperial Dig- 
nity is ftiled King of the Romans ; and the prefumptive Suc- 
a, eleéted in the Life-time of the Emperor, is alfo ftiled 
King of the Romans; but fince the Emperors are no longer 
crowned at Reme, this Diftinétion is loft; and we mean now 
by the King of the Romans, only the laft mentioned Perfon: 
And the only Reafon I mention the Diftinétion here, is to let 
the Reader fee, that the King of the Romans, mentioned in 
the Golden Bull, is not the lait, but the firft of thefe Perfons: 
For as to a Succeflor, and his Eleétion during the Life of the 
Pofleflor, there is no Dire¢iion at all given in that Bull, bat 
it came in afterwards by an Agreement between the Emperor 
and the Electors, for the common Bencfit of the Empire. 
At prefent the King of the Romans is chofen, gencrally fpeak- 
ing, at the Requeft and for the Eafe of the reigning Emperor, 
with all the Ceremonies that the Golden Bull requires for the 
Election of an Emperor ; and yet this Eleétion gives rather a 
Title than an Office ; for the King of the Romans. by an ex- 
prefs Article in his Capitulation, promites not to intermeddle 
with the Affairs of the Empire during the I.ife of the Emperor ; 
but upon his Demiice, he becomes Lmperor upon his Corcnae 
tion, without any fecond Election. It is true, that in the Cae 
pitulation fworn to by the Emperor Matthias, there was an 
Article inferted, that if the Emperor, being duly requefted by the 
Electors to yield to the Choice of a King of the Romans, fhould 
refufe, without rendering a fulid Reafon, they fhould be at Li- 
berty to elect a King of the Romans without his Confent : 
But fince that Time this Article has been omitted; probably, 
becaufe it was ambiguous, and could be of little Ufe, fince 
there was no Judge to determine whether any Reafon the Em- 
peror thought fit to affign, was a folid Reafon or not. 

When therefore there is no King of the Romans, and by 
the Demife of the Emperor the Throne becomes vacant, the 
Golden Bull has provided for the Adminiftration of the Go- 
vernment, by the Electors Palatine and of Saxony, who have 
the Title of Vicars of the Empire; and this they feem to 
have 
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have in Right of their refpective Offices, the one of Count 
Palatine, the other of Arch-Marfhal of the Empire ; but 
when it is faid, that thefe Provifions are made by the Golden 
Bull, it does not follow that they did not exift before, but 
only that they were afcertained and confirmed by it. The 
Difputes between the Electors of Bavaria and Palatine have 
interfered very much with this, both claiming to be Vicars, and 
both in their Turns having enjoyed it; but at prefert, this 
Difference is adjufted by an Agreement between the two Fa- 
milies, fo that the Empire fuffered no Prejudice from it in 
the two laft Vacancies. Each of thefe Vicars has his Diftria, 
and they have likewite an Aulic Council, which is called the 
Tribunal of the Vicariate ; and it is eftablifhed by the Golden 
Bull that the Atis of the Vicars of the Empire, during 
the Vacancy, fhall be valid and binding ; but to prevent 
Difputes, and for the greater Security, Care is taken to in- 
fert an Article in the new Emperor’s Capitulation, by which 
he promifes to ratify and confirm in the fulleit Manner pof- 
fible, whatever the Vicars of the Empire have done during 
the Time of the Vacancy. 

We fometimes meet, in the German Hiftory, with Vicars 
of the Emperor as well as Vicars of the Empire ; and indeed 
thefe Offices differ widely: For, by virtue of his Imperial 
Dignity, the Emperor may, if he pleafes, delegate his Power 
to any Prince of the Empire, when it fo happens that he is 
not in a Condition to execute it himfelf. But then this Vicar 
is very far from having the Powersofa Vicar of the Empire ; 
for, in the firft place, he is accountable to the Emperor, who 
may revoke or annul whatever he has done by virtue of that 
delegated Power ; and betides this, his Office depends intirely 
upon the Pleafure of the Emperor, who may determine it 
whenever he pleafes. ‘There is alfo a Vicariate of the Empire 
in Italy, which has been generally executed by the Dukes of 
Savoy; but as this is a Matter of fome Perplexity, does not 
immediately relate to our prefent Subject, and may be con- 
fidered hereafter in another Place, there is no Occafion for 
dwelling upon it here ; only it may not be amifs to remark, 
that from the lateft Practice, in cafe of the Vacancy of the 
Empire, it feems, that the Affairs of Jtaly fall under the Di- 
rection of the Vicars of the Empire appointed by the Golden 
Bull ; and as to any Power granted to the Duke of Savoy, or 
any other Prince, by a reigning Emperor, that can only make 
him the Emperor’s Vicar in Italy, and does not veft him with 
the Quality of Vicar of the Empire; which Offices, as the 
Redaer 
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Reader will now clearly perceive, are very diftinét and diffe- 
rent Things. It will alfo appear, from what has been faid, 
that unlefs an Emperor is deiirous of having a Succeflor ap- 
pointed in his Life-time, there can be no folid Reafon affign’d 
for the Eleétors giving him an Affociate under the Title of 
King of the Romans; iince the Emperor, if he pleafes, may 
devolve any Part of his Authority, for his own Lafe and the 
Good of the Empire, upon any Prince he thinks proper, 
with the Charaéter of his Vicar; and with this additional 
Advantage, that he may be called to Account for his Ad- 
miniftration in that Quality, which in the other Cafe might 
not be fo eafy. 

This Diftinétion between the Emperor and the Empire is 
neceffary alfo in many other Cafes; and that we may know 
how to make it, where and whenever it becomes neceflary, 
we will endeavour to explain the Relation there is between 
the Members of the Empire and its Head ; or, in otherWords, 
the Emperor and the Princes and other Powers of the Empire. 
This the very beft Authors on the Publick or Conftitutional 
Law, as it is ftiled in Germany, own to be a very difficult 
thing, and it appears the more fo from their differing about it. 
But if we confider that the Empire was firit Hereditary, and 
that the Territories held by Lords of all Ranks and Denomi- 
nations were Fiefs, granted to thofe Lords by Jnve/fiture; and 
if we farther reflect, that when the Race of Charlemagne 
ceafed to govern Germary, the Princes and Lords of their own 
Motive prefirved the ancient Conftitution, and refolved, by 
giving themfelves a Head, to continue rhe Empire, we fhall 
underftand this Matter clearly. ‘I heir Sovereignty appears in 
this Refolution: If they had been under any Matter, they could 
not have taken it; but being under none, they aflociated 
themfelves in a certain Manner, and on certain Diciiieess 
the Performance of which includes all that is properly called 
Duty to the Empire. But as this Conftitution implics fome 
Centre of Dignity, fome Head or Chief, by which the Ma- 
jefty of the Empire may be rendered vifible, and its Laws be 
put in Execution, they agreed to chufe an Emperor for this 
Purpofe. In confequence of this Choice, they are to receive 
from him, or before his Throne, the Inveftiture of their Do- 
minions ; that is to fay, Electors and Princes are to do this ; 
for as to Counts and free Cities, they obtain their Inveftitures 
from the Aulic Council ; but this marks no more than their 
Submiffion to the Empire ; fince as it is their Duty to demand, 
it is no lefs the Emperor’s to beftow; and this he promifes 
upon Oath, amongft other Articles in his Capitulation. - 
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The Members of the Empire therefore, are dependant 
upon it, that from their Union they may derive Proteétion ; 
and they are dependant on the Enjiperor, becaufe in him re- 
fides the Majcfty of the Empire; in all other Refpedcts 
they are independant and free. We may from hence difcern, 
that every thing done againft a Prince wearing the Imperial 
Crown, is not done againft the Emperor. For fuch a Prince 
may have other Dominions and other Titles, and what con- 
cern him in refpect to them does not concern him as Em- 
peror; and therefore nothing relating to Things or Perfons 
out of the Empire, can be conftrued to the Prejudice of 
any Prince or Power of the Empire. But to a& againft the 
Emperor in quality of Head or Chief of the Empire, is a 
Crime againft the Nature of that Confederacy, which con- 
ftitutes the Empire, and renders the Member committing it 
liable to Punifhment for it, according to the Laws of the 
Empire. But this is no Infringement on the Soveraignty of 
fuch a Member, becaufe he acquires and enjoys it under the 
Covenant of being true and loyal to the Empire; and if 
he continues fo, muft be fecure of its Affittance, which is 
equivalent for the Duty expected from him. 

(To be continued.) 


The END of NumBer XXI. 








